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Assalam Alaikum , Namashikar, Mengalaba, Sawadee and Ohayou Gozaimasu, Thank you,  

Chairperson: Prof. S. M. Altaf  Hossain, Consultant, LIFCHASA 

Chief Guest: Prof. M. A. Satter  Mandal , Vice-Chancellor, BAU. 

All the distinguished guests and participants 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

First of all, I would like to express a heartfelt thankfulness to the authorities of the Bangladesh Agricultural University, 

Mymenshingh  to agree with us to hold  “International Workshop on Contemporary Changes in Environment and 

Development “, which is jointly organized by BAU and Kyoto University and supported by two projects, namely Japan 

Society for Promoting Society(JSPS) “International Networking Project to Cope with Natural Hazards on the Periphery of 

Bengal Bay”, headed by Ando, the other relevant projects of the CSEAS joint research programs and the  “Research 

Project E-092 by Global Environment Research Fund, Ministry of the Environment, Japan Studies on the Conservation 

Measures of Swamp Forest through Sustainable Use of Ecological Resources by Local Communities” headed by 

Dr.Takeda, Postgraduate school of Asia and Africa Area Studies(ASAFAS), Kyoto University.  

The project headed by Ando, so called the Bay of Bengal Kaken Project is consisted of seven major organizations, namely, 

Kyoto University Area Studies Group from Japan; Bangladesh Agricultural University, Environment Coping Forum NGO 

Group, BARD Group from Bangladesh; Yezin Agricultural University, Mandalay University from Myanmar; Guahati 

University from India; and the faculty of agriculture, the national university of Laos.PDR from Laos.The project headed by 

Dr.Takeda is consisited of several organizations from Japan, Thiland, Indonesia and except these two projects the other 

relevant organizations particularly NGOs and NPOs in Japan  are tried to net-work for action and research related to 

Environment and Development. 

For this workshop, we have especially invited Prof.Bagabati, Gauhati University, Professor Khin Lay Swe, Pro-rector, 

Myanmar, Yezin Agricultural University and other scholars from Thailand and Indonesia. Unfortunately, due to 

unavoidable problems, Prof. Bhagabati, India and Dr.Amuri, Indonesia cannot participate in the workshop. However, Prof. 

Khin from Myanmar, Dr. Sommai Suppakun and others from Thailand can attend the workshop and excursion to 

Sundarban and Kuwakata. I should express my heartfelt thanks to the academic contributors to present the papers at the 

workshop from these mentioned countries, Japan and Bangladesh. Last but not least, I must express my heartfelt thanks to 

the organizers and the student volunteers to prepare and manage the workshop and excursion for their laborious works and 

voluntary sprits. 

 

The ladies and gentlemen, you surely have a question why such an international network is required between academicians, 

particularly University people and practical persons NGO or NPO through action and research?  Most of the members of 

both the projects have experience to work in several countries, mainly in Myanmar, Assam, Thailand and Laos. The ladies 

and gentlemen, you can still remember   the terrible disaster occurred in Myanmar by the cyclone Nargis 2008. In the same 

year, the cyclone Sidr attacked Bangladesh. The 130,000 people were killed due to Nargis, but the 4,300 people were 

victim due to Sidar. When I knew this figure, I asked myself, Why?  Why did such a quite big difference occur in the 

number of the victims?   
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I have enjoyed my life in Bangladesh, particularly, in rural Bangladesh since 1978. I have started my life as a JOCV JICA 

Volunteer in Noakhali and one day I was a Ph.D. Student of department of Agronomy, Bangladesh Agricultural University 

since 1984. I have not received any official letter from the register of BAU noticing cancelation of my studentship in BAU. 

Therefore, my studentship surely still exists in BAU. Anyway, from 1978, I have worked as a Volunteer, Ph.D.student, 

JICA Expert and an academician with Bangladeshi people. On the basis of my limited experience, I could find very simple 

truth against my question that the Myanmar people did not get lessons from the Bangladesh people. 

 

 Ladies and Gentlemen, please do not mind my following state. Nearly 20 years back, Bangladeshi people themselves 

called Bangladesh a laboratory of Rural Development in the world and Bangladesh was much famous because of poverty 

and flood and cyclone disaster. However, for two decades, I myself have learned a lot from Bangladeshi people how to 

tackle such hard problems related to issues of environment and development. The contrast of the victim number is a good 

example for two decades’ efforts of Bangladesh. The size or magnitude of Cycle and flood become bigger and bigger year 

by year, possibly due to the climate change. The high density population problem against limited resources has been 

unchanged. Such problems have been familiar to the Bangladeshi people since several decades ago. However, these newly 

appears in front of the other countries such as Myanmar. In the issues related to environment and development, at least the 

two decades’ experiences of Bangladesh is the top most important lessons in the world, especially to the surrounding areas 

such as Assam, Myanmar facing the cyclone, flood and poverty, etc. 

And also, we know limitation of the government networks. The government bureaucrat net work is sometime very tough to 

communicate each others. Therefore, I have proposed the project to establish the net-work by the academicians and 

practical persons among neighboring countries through the universities and NGOs by a hub of Kyoto University. 

Our project to establish the network has just started last year after preparatory workshops; the first in Bangkok, September, 

2009 and the second in Vientiane, February, 2010. We have implemented the participatory action research project with 

Environment Coping Forum consisting of 15 NGOs in Bangladesh and 8 NGOs in Nepal from 2007 to 2009 as well. On 

the basis of these experiences, we planted the third international workshop at BAU.  

 

The real objective is to exchange participant’s own experience related to the issues on contemporary changes in 

Environment and Development and share the experience and opinion so that we can establish the academic cum practical 

network among the neighboring countries. However, the foreign participants of the workshop, who are the first visitor to 

Bangladesh, are requested to find the hidden good potential of Bangladesh in the field of natural environmental 

conservation effort through Shundarban Excursion. Shundarban is the biggest mangrove and , so far I know, Sundarban’s  

conservation  program has leading role in the world because of  its history and scale. 

 

Bangladesh is not large country nearly 1/3 of Japan in national land acreage, but its uniqueness is remarkable in the world 

for monsoon of Bay of Bengal and Bengal delta. The dynamics of her nature made rich in agricultural production, culture 

and history but sometime cause the big disaster and overcrowding social problems. However, the people in Bangladesh, 

particularly, rural people have overcome these problems in collaboration with academicians and practical persons.   The 

world must learn the experience of Bangladesh for good practices to find the keys to solution against such complicated 

problems of environment and development. 

 

 Ladies and Gentlemen, Bangladesh has responsibility to share her experience with the world. In this point of the view, I 

want to expect the role of academicians and practical persons, particularly, BAU teachers and students for leading agents in 
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Bangladesh, because Agriculture science is originally field science and has developed in collaboration with the rural 

people. I believe that the agriculturist is the good teacher to the rural people as well as the good student of the rural people. 

I believe that rural people’s wisdom and experience is most important to cope with the problem of contemporary changes 

in Environment and Development in the world. 

 

Thank you very much.  Dannobad, Chezutinmare, Kopkunmakap Arigato Gozaimashita. 

 

 


