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Abstract: A survey was conducted to study the characteristics of landless women’s that influence them to functional participation in
income Generating Activities (IGAs) during March to April, 2010. Two unions of Nakla upazila under Sherpur district was the location
and the randomly selected 120 landless women from a total of 153 was the sample size of the study. The selected traits were age,
education, family size, homestead size, family income, agricultural knowledge, daily time use, credit received, husband’s cooperation
and social participation. Pearson’s product correlation coefficient (r) was computed to explore relationship of the women’s individual
characteristics with their functional participation in IGAs. Data revealed that individual characteristics of the landless women as age,
homestead size, agricultural knowledge, daily time use, credit received, husband’s cooperation, and social participation had significant
positive relationship with their functional participation in IGAs. 
Key words: Characteristics, landless women, participation in IGAs.

Introduction
Agroforestry allows for the diversification of farm Women
are the most important sequent of human resources who
need  attention  for  their  development.  National
development  is  impossible  unless  landless  women  are
integrated  into  the  mainstream  of  the  development
process, because most of the rural women are landless in
Bangladesh.  Landless  women  are  heavily  represented
among  the  poor  families.  Landless  women’s  little
opportunities to engage in IGAs, low wages, shortage of
capital, lower level of working skill and very low level of
literacy, low level of participation in social  and political
activities,  contribute  to  low productivity  of  the  farming
families. Landless women are worst of the society and the
role of landless women in Bangladesh strongly affected by
social and religious norms. Ensuring the income of women
is an essential precondition for the elimination of poverty
and  the  upholding  of  human  rights  (DFID,  2000),  in
particular at the individual level, as it helps to build a base
for  social  change.  When  different  dimensions  of  the
livelihood issue are considered, the incidence of income is
the  most  important.  Living  standard  of  the  rural  poor
would only be uplifted when they receive income from the
economic  activities  (Ahmed,  2009).  Income  generating
activities  (IGAs)  change  the  livelihood  of  the  poor  in
terms  of  living  condition,  housing,  nutrition,  savings,
dress, medical treatment, health, sanitation, liberalization
and  education  (Ullah  and  Routray,  2007).  Overcoming
widespread  poverty  and  improving  livelihood  requires
confronting  the  widening  disparity  of  rural  women’s
income (Fakir, 2008). In order to improve this vulnerable
position of landless women in Bangladesh a large number
of NGOs and recently different Government organizations
through different foreign funded projects in collaboration
with NGOs are working in the country. These NGOs and
projects are contributing effectively for the development
of  the  landless  farmers  and  particularly  the  landless
women community at the village level. These NGOs and
projects  initiated  different  activities  such  as  education,
agriculture,  livestock,  fisheries,  credit  program,  saving,
cottage industry etc.  Very few or rare research has been
reported  in  home  and  abroad  to  determine  income
generation  of  landless  women.  However,  the  study
attempted to find out the characteristics of landless women
that influence them to functional participation in IGAs.

Materials and Methods
The survey was conducted with the landless to study the
characteristics of landless women’s that influence them to
functional  participation  in  IGAs  during  March  to  April,
2010. Two unions of Nakla upazila under Sherpur district
was the location and the randomly selected 120 landless
women from a total  of  153 was  the  sample size  of  the
study.  The  selected  traits  age,  education,  family  size,
homestead  size,  family  income,  agricultural  knowledge,
daily time use, credit received, husband’s cooperation and
social  participation were  acts  as  individual  variable  and
functional participation in IGAs was as dependent variable
of the study. A pretested interview schedule was used to
collect the data. Pearson’s product correlation coefficient
(r) was computed to explore relationship of the women’s
individual  characteristics  with  their  functional
participation in IGAs.

Results and Discussion 
Selected Characteristics  of the Landless Women:  The
Table 1 indicated that the highest proportions (55 percent)
of the respondent landless women were middle-aged, 37
percent were young and the remaining 14.2 percent were
old aged. It was found that functional participation of old
landless women with regard to percent  was much lower
than the middle or young aged landless women. A close
look in to the data indicates that functional participation in
IGAs was mostly in the hands of the young and middle-
aged  individuals.  This  is  quite  logical,  because  it  is
expected  that  young  and  middle-aged  women  are  more
active,  energetic  and  enthusiastic  in  performing  IGAs.
Thus,  decision  making  regarding  the  functional
participation in IGAs in the study area might be influenced
by the young and middle-aged women.
A majority (86.7 percent) of the respondents had education
at  primary  level  and  could  sign  their  name  only,  13.3
percent  had  education  at  secondary  level  and  none was
found  educated  at  above  secondary  level.  There  was  a
striking and noticeable incidence that no one was found
illiterate  in the farmers  group.  The reasons behind were
that putting signature in weekly meeting register and on
loan  disbursement  sheet  was  mandatory.  So  they  were
found how to sign for the different documents to continue
IGAs in collaboration with different GO and NGOs.
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More than half  (55 percent)  of the landless women had
medium family size, 39.2 percent of had small family size
and only 5.8 percent of the respondents had large family
size. Most of the times large family had one or two young
member(s), who are particularly engaged in IGAs. In that

situation, women of the large family need not to involve in
IGAs.  On the other hand,  in case of medium and small
family  women  need  to  participate  in  IGAs  even  after
completing house hold activities. 

Table 1. Salient features of the landless women’s selected characteristics 

Characteristics 
(Measuring units)

Ranges
Categories

Respondent
Mean

StandardDe
viationProbable Observed Number Percent

Age 
(Years)

Unknown 20-44
Young (≤30) 37 30.8

34.06 6.39Middle-aged (31-40) 66 55.0
Old-aged (>40) 17 14.2

Education (Years 
of schooling) 

Unknown 0.5-10
Primary education (0.5-5) 104 86.7

2.30 2.75Secondary education (6-10) 16 13.3
Higher education (>10) 0 0.0

Family size 
(Number of 
members)

Unknown
1-9

Small family (up to 4) 47 39.2
4.73 1.43Medium family (5-6) 66 55.0

Large family (above 6) 7 5.8

Homestead size 
(Hectares) 

Unknown 0.0-0.18
Small home stead (≤0.04) 85 70.8

0.04 0.03Medium homestead (0.05-0.10) 29 20.0
Large homestead (>0.10) 11 9.2

Family income 
(In Tk.’ 000)

Unknown 13-110
Low(≤30) 12 10.0

43.46 14.22Medium (31-60) 93 77.5
High (>60) 15 12.5

Agricultural 
knowledge 
(Scores)

0-26 11-25
Low(≤9) 0 0.0

18.49 2.92Medium (10-18) 60 50.0
High (>18) 60 50.0

Daily time use 
(Sores) 

0-60 13-39
Low(≤20) 26 21.7

24.08 3.85Medium (21-40) 94 78.3
High (>40) 0 0.0

Credit received 
(In Tk.’ 000)

Unknown 0-32
Low credit  received  (≤8) 32 26.7

13.86 7.44Medium  credit  received (9-16) 52 43.3
High credit  received (>16) 36 30.0

Husband’s 
cooperation 
(Scores )

0-60 0-22

No cooperation (0) 8 6.7

9.73 4.53
Less cooperation (1-20) 107 89.1
Medium cooperation (21-40) 5 4.2
High cooperation (>40) 0 0.0

Social 
Participation 
(Scores)

0-33 6-22
Less social Participation (≤11) 65 54.2

11.12 2.44Moderate social participation (12-22) 55 45.8
High  social participation (>22) 0 0.0

The highest proportion (70.8 percent) of the respondents
belonged to the small homestead size category, 20 percent
had  medium and  9.2  percent  had  large  homestead  size.
The size of the homestead plays a vital role in household
productivity. If the homestead size is big, they could have
more opportunity to conduct IGAs to earn more money. So
an appropriate extension program is needed depending on
the homestead size to increase skill of the landless women
in conducting different  IGAs effectively and to improve
the life style of the landless women. The position and size
of some homestead land provides an extra opportunity for
utilizing the land for some productive activities.
Computed data indicate that the highest proportion (77.5
percent)  of  the  respondents  had  medium  income  while
12.5  percent  had  high  income  and  rest  of  them  (10
percent)  had  low  income.  The  findings  indicate  that
majority (90 percent) of the respondents had medium to
high income. It is due to the fact that most of the family
members  are  involved  in  different  activities  such  as
farming, small business, rickshaw pulling, day-labor, small
services etc.
On  the  basis  of  agricultural  knowledge  scores  the
respondents were categorized into three groups and Half

(50 percent)  of the respondents had medium agricultural
knowledge, half (50 percent) of them had high agricultural
knowledge  and  none  was  found  in  low  agricultural
knowledge  category.  The  landless  women  gained
knowledge  about  homestead  agriculture  from  different
training  programs,  from  their  husbands  and  somewhat
from other family members. They also gained knowledge
about  agriculture  in  course  of  time  through  their
experience.  So,  100  percent  of  the  landless  women
belonged  to  medium  and  high  agricultural  knowledge
categories.
The highest proportion (78.3 percent) of the respondents
fall  in  medium  time  use  category.  The  remaining  21.7
percent landless women were in low time use category and
none  was  in  high  time  use  category.  Because  in  our
country most of the women naturally remain engaged in
maternal  duties,  washing,  cleaning,  cooking  and  other
household works. Thus, they really get less opportunity to
spend enough time to actively and widely participate in
IGAs.
Analysis of data indicates that most of the respondents (70
percent)  were small  to medium credit  recipient  and few
landless  women  (30  percent)  were  supported  by  high
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credit facility. According to SAIP policy, amount of credit
depends on savings,  duration of  involvement with SAIP
and loan  repayment  performance  of  the beneficiaries.  It
was found that most of  the respondents had small savings
and short  length duration in involvement with SAIP. So
majority  (70  percent)  of  the  respondents  were  small  to
medium credit recipient. It was also found that most of the
respondents received credit for various IGAs. In most of
the  cases,  the  respondents  utilized  their  credit  on  the
definite IGA but in some cases they utilized their credit in
activities other than the purposes for which the credit was
drawn.  The data presented  in the Table  1 indicated  that
most of the respondents use their credit in respective IGAs
and some of them used other IGAs and other activities. 
The highest proportion (89.1 percent) of the respondents
received  less  cooperation  from  their  husbands,  while
remaining 6.7 percent received no cooperation, 4.2 percent
received  medium cooperation there was none to  receive
high cooperation from her husband. 
The Table 1 revealed that more than half (54.2 percent ) of
the respondents  had less social  participation,  while  45.8

percent  had moderate  social  participation and none was
found in high social participation category. This mentions
that 100 percent of the landless women in the study area
had less to medium social participation. However, social
participation  brings  the  landless  women in  contact  with
other  members  in  their  society  or  community.  It  cables
them to take part in discussion with others to identify the
problems and prospects of the society and help them find
out solutions and utilization. It also helps them share their
knowledge  and  experience  on  modern  agricultural
technologies  and  other  ideas.  From the  findings,  it  was
seen that all (100 percent) of the landless women had less
to medium social  participation, for which these landless
women may face problems in using modern technologies
and information due to lack of adequate contact with other
members of the society. The government should strengthen
different mass media programs to create awareness among
the  villagers  that  may  be  raised  due  to  lack  of  proper
reflection. 

Table 2. Relationship between characteristics of landless women and their functional participation in IGAs

Sl. No. Selected characteristics Correlation co-efficient (r) value
  1. Age 0.306**
  2. Education -0.003
  3. Family size 0.068
  4. Homestead size 0.350**
  5. Family income -0.011
  6. Agricultural knowledge 0.501**
  7. Daily time use 0.648**
  8. Credit received 0.303**
  9. Husband’s co-operation 0.343**
10. Social participation 0.214*

**Significant at 0.01 level, * Significant at 0.05 level

Relationship between selected characteristics and their
functional  participation  in  IGAs:  The  correlation
analysis revealed that from the ten selected characteristics
of landless women, their age, homestead size, agricultural
knowledge, daily time use, credit received, husband’s co-
operation and social participation had a significant positive
relationship with their functional participation in IGAs. On
the other hand education,  family size,  family income of
landless  women showed no significant  relationship with
heir  functional  participation  in  IGAs  (Table  2).
Asaduzzaman (2002) concluded in his study that the age
of  the rural  women had positive  significant  relationship
with  their  adoption  of  selected  homestead  agricultural
practices. Alam (2001) stated that education of the farmers
had  significant  negative  relationship  with  their
participation in agriculture, fisheries and poultry programs
of BAUEC. Begum (1998) observed that family size of the
rural  women  had  no  significant  relationship  with  their
poverty  alleviation  owing  to  participation  in  ASA
activities. Akter (2003) reported in her study that family
size, daily time use, husband’s support and credit received
has  a  significant  relationship  on  participation  in  IGAs.
Bhowmick  (2004)  found  that  agricultural  knowledge  of
the  women  had  a  positive  significant  relationship  with
their  empowerment,  which  helps  her  to  participation  in
various development activities. Sharmin (2005) concluded

in her study that social participation of the rural women
had a significant positive relationship with their perception
of benefits of involvement in IGAs.
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